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Essential Question: How did new movements in art and literature influence many Americans in the early 

1800’s? 

 

Main Idea 1: 

Transcendentalists and utopian communities withdrew from 

American society. 

 

• Transcendentalism was the _____________ that people could 

_____________, or rise _____________, material things.  

• Believed people should _____________ on 

_____________ rather than outside _____________. 

• Important transcendentalists included _____________ Waldo 

Emerson, _____________ Fuller, and _____________ David 

Thoreau. 

 

“If a _____________ does not keep _____________ with his companions, _____________ it is 

because he hears a different _____________. Let him step to the _____________ which he 

_____________, however measured or _____________ away.” 

--Henry David Thoreau, from Walden, published in 1854 

 

• Suggests that _____________ should _____________ their own _____________ and not the beliefs 

of _____________. 

• Ralph Waldo Emerson’s essay “_____________ -_____________” represented the transcendentalist 

_____________ of _____________. 

• It stated that _____________ should begin to _____________ their own _____________ and use 

their own _____________ 

• Some _____________ a community at _____________ _____________, Massachusetts, in the 

_____________. 

• It was one of many _____________ in utopian _____________, places where people _____________ 

to form a _____________ society. 

• In _____________, most _____________ did not work together _____________ and the 

_____________ did not last _____________. 

 

Main Idea 2: 

American Romantic painters and writers made important contributions to art and literature. 

 

• Ideas about _____________ life and _____________ inspired _____________ and _____________. 

• Some joined the _____________ movement that had begun in _____________. 

• Romanticism involved an interest in _____________, emphasis on _____________ expression, and 

_____________ of many established _____________. 

• Painters and _____________ felt that each _____________ brings a _____________ view to the 

_____________. 

• They _____________ in using _____________ to guide their _____________. 

• American _____________ movement affected _____________ in the U.S. 

• Artists began to show their _____________ for the _____________ and wonder of _____________ 

 



 

 

 

Art of the Romantic Movement 

 

• Some _____________ artists, like _____________ _____________, painted the American 

_____________. 

• Their works _____________ the _____________ and _____________ of _____________ in the 

United States.   

• Their images _____________ with the huge _____________ and corruption of _____________ that 

many Americans saw as _____________ of _____________. 

 

American Romantic Writers 

 

• Many _____________ writers, including Ann Sophia Stephens, wrote 

_____________ fiction that was _____________ in the mid-1800s. 

• Nathaniel _____________ wrote _____________ _____________ 

_____________, one of the great _____________ of Romantic 

_____________. Herman Melville wrote Moby Dick, a _____________ 

about the _____________ that many _____________ believe is the 

_____________ American _____________ ever written. 

• American Romantic _____________ also wrote _____________, including 

_____________ _____________ _____________, who became famous for 

“____________ ______________.” 

• Other gifted _____________ included _____________ Dickinson, _____________ Wadsworth 

Longfellow, and _____________ Whitman.  

• _____________ Whitman often _____________ in his _____________ the _____________ of 

individualism and _____________ to American society 

 

 

 

 


