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Document: The department of Texas is contiguous to the most avid nation in the 

world. The North Americans have conquered whatever territory adjoins them. In 

less than half a century, they have become masters of extensive colonies which 

formerly belonged to Spain and France, and of even more spacious territories from 

which have disappeared the former owners, the Indian tribes. There is no Power 

like that to the north, which by silent means, has made conquests of momentous 

importance. Such dexterity, such constancy in their designs, such uniformity of 

means of execution which always are completely successful, arouses admiration. 

Instead of armies, battles, or invasions, which make a great noise and for the most 

part are unsuccessful, these men lay hands on means, which, if considered one by 

one, would be rejected as slow, ineffective, and at times palpably absurd. They 

begin by assuming rights, as in Texas, which it is impossible to sustain in a serious 

discussion, making ridiculous pretensions based on historical incidents which no one 

admits—such as the voyage of La Salle, which was an absurd fiasco, but serves as 

a basis for their claim to Texas…. The territory against which these machinations 

are directed, and which has usually remained unsettled, begins to be visited by 

adventurers and empresarios; some of these take up their residence in the country, 

pretending that their location has no bearing upon the question of their 

government's claim or the boundary disputes; shortly, some of these forerunners 

develop an interest which complicates the political administration of the coveted 

territory; complaints, even threats, begin to be heard, working on the loyalty of the 

legitimate settlers, discrediting the efficiency of the existing authority and 

administration; and the matter having arrived at this stage—which is precisely that 

of Texas at this moment—diplomatic maneuvers begin: They incite uprisings in the 

territory in question and usually manifest a deep concern for the rights of the 

inhabitants.  
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